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A Healthy, Prosperous, and Vibrant Beaufort  

Last month, I discussed the need to focus on infrastructure, utilities and other budgeting issues to produce a 
long -range plan for Beaufortõs health and prosperity. I truly appreciate the tremendous engagement and sup-
port we received to pass the Fiscal Year 2019 budget, and fully recognize that we must keep you informed on 
the progress of these community initiatives.  
 
Another challenge that I would like to highlight is the need to attract young professionals and families to Beau-
fort. We have become a very senior community and while we need to embrace our retirees (I happen to be a 
retiree), we need an infusion of youth for a balanced, vibrant community. Here are a few criteria that young 
professionals are looking for:  
 
Security. Beaufort is a secure community and we should be grateful for the professionalism of our first -
responders. I have seen them handle complex situations with great skill and diplomacy. Security is a pillar of a 
prosperous community!  
 
Parks and recreation. We have an amazing lifestyle in Beaufort and weõre expanding recreational capacity. On 
July 20th at 5:30 PM, we will host a òSplash Downó at Randolph Johnson Park to celebrate splash pad and new 
playground equipment designs. Walking, biking, and water access opportunities are also prominent priorities of 
our long -range plans, and a new park will emerge on the property adjacent to the Grayden Paul Bridge. We 
should strive for a healthy and fit community!  
 
Good schools. We have strong schools and I believe, with community support, we can get our schools to an elite 
level that will attract young families. Great elementary, middle, and high school programs that produce techni-
cally proficient vocational skills and acceptance into the best universities are proven to be positive economic 
drivers for communities. Letõs push to be elite!   
 
The Arts . Mr Bucky Oliver is requesting economic development funds from the County to transform the Old 
Beaufort Elementary School auditorium into a Beaufort Performing Arts Center. There are similar successful 
facilities in other communities (for example, Saxapahaw NC), and this would be an amazing addition to the 
Town of Beaufort. Please support this Arts initiative!  
 
Reasonable cost of living. There are certain cost of living realities that we need to acknowledge: We have a lim-
ited amount of affordable housing, our utility rates are high, we need to generate good -paying jobs, and 
(although we have significant wealth in our community) we also have a 20% poverty rate. We will keep these 
important dynamics in our planning calculus and will work every day to improve in these key areas. Our goal is 
incremental progress!  
Supporting the infrastructure for young professionals and their families is a key component of a healthy, pros-
perous, and vibrant Beaufort. Thank you for your continued engagement and service to our wonderful commu-
nity.  

-  Mayor Everette S. (Rett) Newton 



Board of Commissioners  
 

During their regular monthly meet-
ing on June 11, the Town of Beau-
fort Board of Commissioners ap-
proved the following items.  
ǒDraft minutes for the April 30, 
Work Session, May 10 Work  
Session, May 14Regular Meeting, 
May 21 Budget Work Session and 
May 29 Budget Work Session  
ǒFireworks Display Request  
ǒResolution Approving Local Water 
Supply Plan  
ǒFourth of July Parade Event Appli-
cation  
ǒPurchase of Backhoe for the Water 
and Sewer Departments  
ǒFY 18 Budget Amendment #11  
ǒFY 18 Budget Amendment #12  

ǒClosure of a Portion of Pine Street 
for the Randolph Johnson/Water 
Tower Park  
ǒAdopted the FY19 Budget  
ǒApproved a Final Plat for Beau 
Coast Phase 1B 
ǒApproved a Letter of Credit Reduc-
tion for Beau Coast Phase 1A  
ǒApproved the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board By Laws  
ǒApproved the Billfish Classic Event 
application for July 11 -14, 2018  
ǒApproved the Crystal Coast Queen 
Anneõs Revenge Full and Half Tri-
Athlon to be held on May 12, 2019  
ǒApproved the Events Grant Pro-
gram  
ǒApproved Ordinance Rescinding 
Capacity Fees effective July 1, 2018.  

Town Business  

Historic Preservation  
Commission  

The Town of Beaufort Historic Preservation Commission met June 5 in 
the Conference at Town Hall to hear the following requests:  
ǒ607 Ann Street ðA request for a new second story addition to the rear 
of the structure ðTabled.  
ǒ113 Queen Street ðA request to demolish a non -historic carport -
Approved.  
If you have any questions about Beaufortõs Historic District, please 
contact Kyle Garner, Planning Director, at (252) 728 -2142 or at 
k.garner@beaufortnc.org  

July Meetings  

All meetings are in the Train Depot, 614 Broad Street, unless 
otherwise posted. The public is welcome at all meetings.  

6 p.m. July 5 ñParks & Recreation Advisory Board  
6 p.m. July 9 ñBoard of Commissioners  
6 p.m. July 10 ñHistoric Preservation Commission  
6 p.m. July 12 ñPlanning Board  
4 p.m. July 23 ñBoard of Commissioners Work Session  
 (Town Hall Conference Room, 701 Front Street)  
6 p.m. July 23 ñBoard of Adjustment  

Planning Board  
The Planning Board met on June 18, 2018 and discussed the following 
item:  
ǒPreliminary Plat ðPalmetto Plantation at Olde Beaufort Village Phase II 
ðRequest to subdivide a 7.04 acre tract in 20 residential lots ð
Recommended for Approval.  

Code Enforcement Corner  

Swimming Pools  
In the past couple of months weõve 
received a number of calls and 
emails regarding equipotential 
bonding around swimming pools.  
First and foremost, you need a 
permit if you will be installing a 
swimming pool. Professional in-
stallers will already know how to 
properly bond the pool.  Addition-
ally, the building inspectors will 
serve as an extra pair of eyes to 
make sure all work meets code.  
In most applications, a single #8 
bare copper wire shall be installed 
18-24ó from the edge of the pool, 4
-6ó in the ground. If the pool shell 
is conductive, then it shall bonded 

at 4 points uniformly spaced 
around the poolõs perimeter as well 
as the ladder (if conductive), and to 
the water with a bonding device of   
not less than 9in2. A 20 amp re-
ceptacle, GFCI protected, that pro-
vides power for water pump mo-
tors or other loads  directly related 
to the circulation and sanitation 
system shall be located at least 6 
feet away from the inside walls of 
the pool.  
For additional information, refer to 
the National Electric Code 2017 
Article 680 òSwimming Pools, 
Fountains, and Similar Installa-
tionsó or call the Planning & In-
spections Department at (252) 728 -
2142 and ask for either Tobbie or 
Jeremy.   

 

Board of Adjustment  
The Town of Beaufort Board of Ad-
justment held a meeting on June 7 
at the Train Depot to hear the fol-
lowing requests:  
ǒVariance ð101 Scouts Bend ðA re-
quest for a 0.8 foot (9.6 inch) vari-
ance from the 1 foot freeboard re-
quirement set forth in the Town of 
Beaufort Code of Ordinances § 151 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 

Regulatory Flood Protection Eleva-
tion for Residential Construction -
Approved.     
ǒVariance ð101 Colony Point ðA re-
quest for a 0.3 foot (3.6 inch vari-
ance from the 1 foot freeboard re-
quirement set forth in the Town of 
Beaufort Code of Ordinances § 151 
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance 
Regulatory Flood Protection Eleva-
tion for Residential Construction -
Approved.   

Pay to Park Season  

June 1 ð Sept. 30, 2018  
Hours: 8 a.m. -8 p.m.  

Parking meters accept coins and credit card.  
There is a .25¢ minimum for coins.  

Change is available by calling (252) 269 -0272 or  
 by asking a Parking Ambassador.  

$1 minimum for credit cards.  
Monthly and Seasonal passes are available at Town Hall.  

Parking passes do not guarantee a parking space.  
Town Hall is at 701 Front Street.  

Call the parking office at (252) 728 -2141 ext. 232  
 

Donõt want to use the pay station?  
Download the PayByPhone app to your phone.  

 Watch a tutorial at  

www.beaufortnc.org/parking.  
 

Parking tickets and appeals may be paid online at 
www.beaufortnc.org/parking.  

 

Consumer Confidence Report  
The Consumer Confidence Report for the Town of Beaufort (PWS ID 
04-16-010) & Eastmans Creek SD (PWS ID 70 -16-013) is available for 
the public.   These Consumer Confidence Reports can be obtained by 
requesting a copy at Town Hall or by visiting the following website 
(www.beaufortnc.org/ccr).   If you have any questions, comment, or 
concerns, feel free to contact Wade Keeler at (252) 728 -2130.  



     Beaufort Womanõs Club 

Town Flags ñBeaufort 3õ x 5õ and 4õ x 6õ flags and 12ó x 18ó 
garden flags are for sale at Beaufort Home Store, 113 Turner 
Street, Cousins Bed & Breakfast, 305 Turner Street, First Citi-
zens Bank, 1505 Live Oak Street and Time in a Bottle, 300 
Front Street, Unit 3.  All proceeds benefit the community 
through the Beaufort Womanõs Club. 

     CHAT WITH THE CHIEF  
 As part of the Beaufort Police Departmentõs ongoing 
commitment to outstanding customer service, Chief Paul 
Burdette encourages all residents and local business own-
ers to attend his òChat with the Chiefó at 6 p.m. Monday, 
July 16 at the Train Depot.  

 òChat with the Chiefó is a program Chief Bur-
dette has developed to provide the community 
with statistics, trends and information on the 
operations within the Police Department. It is 

also gives citizens a chance to discuss neighborhood is-
sues, identify problems, discuss police/community rela-
tions and to establish community partnerships.  

Police Chief Paul Burdette shakes hands with new 

Patrol Officer Michael Dennis.  

Fireworks Safety Tips  
ǒObey all local laws regarding the use of fireworks.  
ǒKnow your fireworks; read the cautionary labels and 
performance descriptions before igniting.  
ǒA responsible adult SHOULD supervise all firework 
activities.   Never give fireworks to children.  
ǒAlcohol and fireworks do not mix.   Save your alco-
hol for after the show.  
ǒWear safety glasses when shooting fireworks.  
ǒLight one firework at a time and then quickly move away.  
ǒUse fireworks OUTDOORS in a clear area; away from buildings and 
vehicles.  
ǒNever relight a òdudó firework.  Wait 20 minutes and then soak it in 
a bucket of water.  
ǒAlways have a bucket of water and charged water hose nearby.  
ǒNever carry fireworks in your POCKET or shoot them into METAL or 
GLASS containers.  
ǒDo not experiment with homemade fireworks.  
ǒDispose of spent fireworks by wetting them down and place in a 
metal trash can away from any building or combustible materials 
until the next day.  
ǒFAA regulations PROHIBIT the possession and transportation of 
fireworks in your checked baggage or carry -on luggage.  
ǒReport illegal explosives, like M -80s and quarter sticks, to the fire or 
police department.  
 

And letõs not forget the safety of our pets! 
ǒDonõt bring your pets to a fireworks display, even a small one. 
ǒIf fireworks are being used near your home, put your pet in a safe, 
interior room to avoid exposure to the sound.  
ǒMake sure your pet has an identification tag, in case it runs off dur-
ing a fireworks display.  
ǒNever shoot fireworks of any kind (consumer fireworks, sparklers, 
fountains, etc.) near pets.  

Trash/Yard Debris Reminders  
�”  Waste Industries will operate on their regular schedule the week of 
the Fourth.  
�” Public Works staff asks residents to please notify them in advance if 
they are aware of any materials being set out for collection that con-
tain wasp/hornets/bees or insects. This is for the safety of the em-
ployees who are removing the debris.  
�”  Remember if you are putting out debris piles please put them in 
areas where access to the debris pile is not blocked by vehicles on 
expected days of collection.  
�” Yard debris is picked up on Mondays and Tuesdays.  
�” Call Town Hall at (252) 728 -2141 to schedule a bulk item pickup.  

 

30 Years of Service  

Elbert Godette celebrated 
30 years working for the 
Town of Beaufort on June 
27, 2018. Godette is the 
Sewer Line Maintenance 
Mechanic Supervisor in the 
Public Utilities Department. 
Thank you Elbert for your 
dedication to the Town of 
Beaufort!  

 


