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Community Rating System (CRS)

• Voluntary program 

• Rewards communities 
for exceeding 
minimum standards of 
the National Flood 
Insurance Program

• Point-based scoring 
system



CRS in Beaufort

• Town of Beaufort joined the program in 1994

• Last Verification Visit – September 2015

• May 1, 2017 – CRS Class 7
• 15% NFIP Premium Discount (in SFHA)

• 5% NFIP Premium Discount (not in SFHA)

• Upcoming Verification Site Visit – June 2020



• Public Information Activities (300 Series)

• Mapping & Regulations (400 Series)

• Flood Damage Reduction Activities (500 Series)

• Warning & Response (600 Series)

Credited Activities



Series Points Earned/Points Possible

Public Information Activities 276 / 981

Mapping & Regulations 1,032 / 5,841 (938 Raw Score) 

Flood Damage Reduction Activities 205 / 5,042

Warning & Response 0 / 790

Credited Activities – May 2017



• Decreased CGA

• Increased Open Space

• Department Hurricane Operations & Recovery 
Procedures

• Staff Training

• BCEGS Rating 3/3

• Higher Regulatory Standards
• Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance
• Subdivision Ordinance
• Town Code of Ordinances

• Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

What’s Changed?



So What?



• Public Information Activities (300 Series)
• Plan for Public Information*
• Website (105)

• Mapping & Regulations (400 Series)
• Enclosure Limits (240)
• Substantial Improvement/Damage Thresholds (90)
• Cumulative SI/SD (20) 
• Freeboard (500)

• Flood Damage Reduction Activities (500 Series)
• Drainage System Maintenance (470)

• Flood Warning & Response (600 Series)
• Emergency Operations Plan (395)

Opportunities



Plan for Public Information*
1. Establish PPI committee

2. Assess Community’s Public Information Needs

3. Formulate Messages

4. Identify Outreach Projects 

Website (105)

Opportunities – 300 Series



Higher Regulatory Standards
• Enclosure Limits (240)

• Substantial Improvement / Substantial Damage 
Thresholds (90)

• Cumulative SI/SD (20) 

• Freeboard (500)

Opportunities – 400 Series

NFIP CRS Coordinator’s Manual 430-13



Regulatory Flood Protection Elevation (BFE + Freeboard)
Ground Elevation 
Base Flood Elevation

35’

40’

35’
Example

• 2 Lots 

• Lot A – Existing       
Pre – FIRM  
Structure

• Lot B – Vacant

Lot A Lot B

Land Development Ordinance – Section 6 – D.4

Current Standards

Height Measurement

• Adjacent naturally occurrent grade 

to the peak of the roof



Flood Damage Reduction Activities (500 Series)
• Floodplain Management Planning (382)

• Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

• Drainage System Maintenance (470)
• Channel Debris Removal

• Problem Site Maintenance

• Capital Improvement Program

• Stream Dumping Regulations

• Storage Basin Maintenance

Opportunities – 500 Series



• Flood Warning & Response (600 Series)
• Flood Threat Recognition System

• Emergency Warning Dissemination

• Flood Response Operations

• Critical Facilities Planning

• StormReady Community (25)

• TsunamiReady Community (30)

*Flood Warning & Response Plan MUST be adopted 
by the governing board*

Opportunities – 600 Series



Questions?

Kate Allen

k.allen@beaufortnc.org
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