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Planning and Budgeting for a Healthy and Prosperous Beaufort  
 

 Our Town Staff has done an extraordinary job of breaking us out of a year -to -year crisis man-
agement mode and building a five -year plan and budget to guide us toward a more healthy and 
prosperous Beaufort. This is my first budget cycle as Mayor and it is quite clear that over the years, 
we have under -invested in our Town and we need a significant course correction. Beaufort must 
move from a reactive to a proactive approach.  
 The proposed five -year plan goes a long way toward fixing our failing infrastructure, establish-
ing a stable financial footing, and moving toward a shared vision for our Town. Here are a few key 
budget items for your consideration:  
 
Broken infrastructure will just get worse and more expensive over time. As I have heard repeat-
edly from Beaufort citizens, we need to fix our infrastructure. When you consider that the bulkhead 
and boardwalk along Front Street need repairs, our storm water system is collapsing, and we need 
substantial road (surface and sub -surface) improvements, you can understand that our infrastruc-
ture requires immediate attention. We are proposing an overall 3.6 cent tax increase to start ad-
dressing infrastructure repairs which means for a property value of $100,000, the property owner 
will pay an additional $36 per year in taxes. In my case, I will be paying $67.32 more with the pro-
posed FY 2019 tax rate.  
Infrastructure projects of this size require a lot of lead time for planning and preparation. Raising 
taxes now allows us to complete plans and prepare for construction to begin in Fall 2020.   
 
Our Town will go bankrupt if water, sewer, and solid waste rates donõt cover the actual costs of 
providing these services. Quite simply, these services are supposed to pay for themselves and we 
arenõt generating enough revenue to pay for water, sewer, and solid waste costs.   
Beaufortõs current water and sewer rates have remained lower than costs, and this was done in an-
ticipation of additional development coming online. We kept holding out for new customers to help 
defray these costs (so we wouldnõt have to raise rates), but that hasnõt happened, and we have to 
raise rates now, or run the risk of our Utility Fund going bankrupt. Instead of raising rates to the 
full extent needed to fix the problem this year, we plan to raise the rates incrementally this year 
and use Town savings to make up the difference. Next year, we will look at the issue again and see 
if an additional rate increase is still needed. To be completely transparent, unless significant chang-
es occur to defray costs, we anticipate another rate increase will be required in FY 2020.   
Similarly, we arenõt generating enough revenue to pay for solid waste costs (i.e., trash, recycling, 
yard debris, bulk items). We currently have a $51,000 deficit for solid waste so we need to increase 
monthly fees by $1.19 per household per month to balance the books.  
So, what does this all mean? Well, for me it means that if I use the same average monthly usage 
from the last 12 months, my Utility Bill in FY 2019 will increase by $17.45 per month, or $209.40 
for the year.   

 
Conclusion.  The òeasyó political decision is to keep the status quo, which is far easier on the wallet 
but means infrastructure will continue to collapse, and spending down our fund balances will even-
tually bankrupt the Town. The òrightó decision is to be open and honest with citizens and get us on 
a course for a healthy and prosperous Beaufort. Getting the critical issues like infrastructure and 
operating deficits addressed this year will give us a stable platform for future success and a more 
walkable, bikeable, and live -able community.   

 
- Mayor Everette S. (Rett) Newton  



Board of Commissioners  
 

During their regular monthly meet-
ing on May 14, the Town of Beaufort 
Board of Commissioners took the 
following actions:  
ǒApproved a Proclamation Recog-
nizing May as Mental Health Month  
ǒApproved minutes of the April 9, 
2018 and April 16, 2018 meetings  
ǒApproved a Special Event applica-
tion for Prayer March Against Addic-
tion for May 20, 2018  
ǒApproved a Special Use Permit for 
227 NC Hwy 101  
ǒApproved a Rezoning and CAMA 
Land Use Map Amendment for prop-
erty located at Ann and Lennoxville 
Road 
ǒApproved an amendment to the 
Land Development Ordinance Sec-
tion 21 Subsection I -2 

ǒHeld a Public Hearing on the pro-
posed FY19 Budget  
ǒPostponed the Public Hearing on 
the Resolution Declaring Intent to 
Close Pine Street  
ǒApproved the Farmers Market re-
quest for Middle Lane event  
ǒApproved Beau Coast Phase I Pre-
liminary Plat  
ǒApproved FY18 Budget Amend-
ment #10  
ǒApproved the Recommendation of 
Martin Starnes & Associates as Audit 
Firm  
ǒApproved an Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 91 of the Town of Beaufort 
Code of Ordinances regarding Nui-
sance Lighting  
ǒApproved Resolution to Enter Into 
an Installment Purchase for Parkeon 
Pay Meters  

Town Business  

Historic Preservation  
Commission  

The Town of Beaufort Historic 
Preservation Commission met on 
May 1, 2018 at the Train Depot to 
hear the following request:  
ǒ113 Live Oak Street ðA request 
for a new metal roof ðApproved.    
ǒThe Commission also held a 
training session where they 
watched a video specifically for 

North Carolina Historic Preserva-
tion Commissions and then an-
swered questions related to the 
video. This was the first in a se-
ries of three with the next video 
scheduled for the June meeting.  
If you have any questions about 
Beaufortõs Historic District, please 
contact Kyle Garner, Planning 
Director, at 252 -728 -2142 or at 
k.garner@beaufortnc.org  

June Meetings  

All meetings are in the Train Depot, 614 Broad Street, unless 
otherwise posted. The public is welcome at all meetings.  

6 p.m. June 4, 25 ñBoard of Adjustment  
6 p.m. June 5 ñHistoric Preservation Commission  
 (Town Hall Conference Room, 701 Front Street)  
6 p.m. June 7ñParks & Recreation Advisory Board  
6 p.m. June 11 ñBoard of Commissioners  
6 p.m. June 18 ñPlanning Board  
4 p.m. June 25 ñBoard of Commissioners Work Session  
 (Town Hall Conference Room, 701 Front Street)  

  Planning Board  
The Planning Board met May 21 and discussed the following item:  
ǒFinal Plat ð Beau Coast Phase 1 -B - A request to subdivide a 10.087 
acre tract in 56 residential lots ð Recommended for Approval.  

Code Enforcement Corner  

NUISANCE VEHICLES 
Town ordinance 91.21 defines a 
nuisance vehicle as a vehicle on 
public or private property that is 
determined and declared to be a 
health or safety hazard, a public 
nuisance, and unlawful, including a 
vehicle found to be:  
One defined as a junked motor vehi-
cle or nuisance vehicle in this sec-
tion and kept or located on the out-
side of any building or screen fence 
of any automotive service stations 
and automo-
tive repair 
garages for 
more than 21 
days.  
One which is a 
point of collec-
tion of gar-
bage, food 
waste, animal 
waste or any 
other rotten or putrescible matter of 
any kind (See Town Ordinance Sec-
tion 91.21 for the full definition.)  

Contrary to popular belief, nuisance 
vehicles are not always police prob-
lem. Police typically get involved 
when they are left on public proper-
ty or dumped on a vacant lot or 
access road. These vehicles poten-
tially contribute to other problems, 
such as leaking dangerous fluids, 
heavy growth of weeds, and being 
used as drug drops.  
We encourage all to be aware of any 
potential nuisance vehicles in your 
area and contact us if you identify 
one. Together we can help protect 

the Townõs 
aesthetics, 
health, safety, 
and welfare.   
For more in-
formation or 
to report a 
nuisance vehi-
cle, contact 
Jeremy Ganey 

(j.ganey@beaufortnc.org) with the 
Planning & Inspections Department.  

Board of Adjustment  
The Town of Beaufort Board of 
Adjustment held a meeting on 
April 23 at the Train Depot to 
hear the following requests:  
ǒVariance ð 101 Scouts Bend ð A 
request for a 0.8 foot (9.6 inch) 
variance from the 1 foot free-
board requirement set forth in 
the Town of Beaufort Code of 
Ordinances § 151 Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance Regulatory 
Flood Protection Elevation for 
Residential Construction. The 
applicant decided to withdraw 
the current application and reap-
ply for the next Board of Adjust-
ment meeting.     

 
ǒVariance ð 101 Colony Point ð A 
request for a 0.3 foot (3.6 inch 
variance from the 1 foot free-
board requirement set forth in 
the Town of Beaufort Code of 
Ordinances § 151 Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance Regulatory 
Flood Protection Elevation for 
Residential Construction ñ
Tabled.   
ǒVariance ð 683 West Beaufort 
Road ð A request for a 3.5õ side 
yard variance request on the 
eastern side of the property in 
order to expand the existing 
structure ð Approved with no 
conditions.  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING : A Public Hearing will be held during 
the regular Board of Commissioners' monthly meeting at 6 p.m. June 11 
in the Train Depot at 614 Broad Street. The public hearing is to consider 
closing a portion of Pine Street from the existing gravel parking lot for 
Randolph Johnson Park to the intersection of Pine Street and Carteret 
Avenue. The public is invited to attend.  

Small Area & Bicycle/
Pedestrian Master Plan Up-
date  
 On May 15, the advisory com-
mittee met with the Townõs con-
sultant Stantec who summited 
draft documents and maps for 
the Small Area Plan and Bicycle/
Pedestrian Master Plan.   
 At present, staff is reviewing 
the documents and will be for-
warding comments to Stantec for 

the final product. Once revisions 
are made a presentation will be 
given to the Board of Commis-
sioners at a future workshop and 
then requested for adoption soon 
thereafter.  Once completed the 
recommendations from the plan 
will be included in the Townõs 
infrastructure initiative for the 
upcoming year to improve the 
existing streets and stormwater 
drainage.    

Stormwater Committee  
On May 1, the committee was 
given a presentation by Amin 
Davis of the NC Department of 
Water Quality who shared upcom-
ing grant opportunities for storm-
water and watershed restoration 
as well as other projects for the 
fall cycle.     

Also during the meeting an up-
date was given by the students of 
the UNC Chapel Hill marine sci-
ence institute in Morehead City on 
the monitoring of water quality 
project in Town. Additionally, the 
Town gave an update on several 
stormwater projects.  

 

Fats, Oils & Grease  
Many overflows, or SSOõs, are 
caused by the accumulations of fats, 
oils, and greases (FOG) in the 
wastewater collection system. While 
the collection system is designed to 
handle and safely transport sanitary 
waste to the wastewater treatment 
plant, too much FOG placed into the 
system can cause clogs and result in 
an overflow, especially after high 
flow events such as heavy rains. 
Dumping fats and oils derived from 
animal and vegetable sources, in-
cluding meats, nuts, cereals, and 
beans, down any drain, in either a 

home or business, can cause a stop-
page that forces raw, untreated 
waste to spill into our yards, streets 
and streams. The Town has adopted 
a sanitary sewer ordinance in an 
attempt to reduce the frequency of 

grease-related 
overflows.  
 
The Consum-
er Confidence 
Report (CCR) 
will be availa-
ble on the 

Town Website and at Town Hall no 
later than July 1, 2018.  



Beaufort  
Womanõs Club  

Town Flags ñBeaufort 3õ x 5õ and 4õ x 6õ flags and 12ó x 18ó 
garden flags are for sale at Beaufort Home Store, 113 Turner 
Street, Cousins Bed & Breakfast, 305 Turner Street, First Citi-
zens Bank, 1505 Live Oak Street and Time in a Bottle, 300 
Front Street, Unit 3.  All proceeds benefit the community 
through the Beaufort Womanõs Club. 

Beach Run 2018  
Mark your calendars for the Beach Run Series starting Tuesday, 
May 8. All dates listed below. Join in the fun with a run on the 
sand. Offering 1 Mile, 5K or 10K. Fun for the entire family. No 
running experience needed. All ages and skill levels welcome!  
All runs take place on the beach at the Atlantic Beach Circle.  
REGISTRATION & CHECK-IN ~ 5:15 -6:15 p.m.  
All Races start promptly at 6:30 p.m. Cost for the 7 run series - 
$50 per person, includes a Beach Run T -shirt. Individual races 
$7 per person per race.  

 
 Race 3 - Tuesday, June 5  

   Race 4 - Tuesday, June 19  
  Race 5 - Tuesday, July 17  
  Race 6- Thursday, Aug. 2  

Final Race - Thursday, Aug. 16 (1 mile fun run & awards)  
For more details and to register and pay online, visit:  

ccpr.recdesk.com   

Welcome Patrol Officer 

Michael Dennis  

òAs a new officer of the Beau-
fort Police Department, I am 
very proud to be given the op-
portunity to help keep Beau-
fort the great community that 
it is.  I personally was raised in 
Beaufort my whole life and 
love the area and the people 
here.  My family owns a marine 

construction business locally so I have always been in the area 
of Beaufort, either in town or on the water,ó said Michael Den-
nis. Dennis was officially sworn in on April 24, 2018.  

Police Chief Paul Burdette shakes hands with new 

Patrol Officer Michael Dennis.  

58th Annual Old Homes Tour & More  
The historic seaside village of 

Beaufort will be opening its doors for the 

58th Annual Old Homes & Gardens Tour 

on June 22nd and 23rd.  This annual 

tour features twelve of Beaufortõs beauti-

ful private homes, ten glorious gardens, 

multiple local churches, and artistsõ stu-

dios throughout the town. As Beaufort 

grows into a town of old and new homes, 

the Old Homes Tour has too. Visitors can enjoy exploring the 

old remolded homes with all their history and visit the new 

homes with all their amazing innovative designs. This yearõs 

tour not only features a house built circa 1730 and a house cel-

ebrat ing 100 years but  also a house that  was just  f inished being 

built last year.  

Newly offered events with the Old Homes Tour will 

give guest a week packed full of accompanying activities that 

can appeal to book lovers, history fanatics, gardeners and de-

signers alike. The complete schedule is as follows:  

Kick Off Party Saturday, June 2 nd  at 5:30 pm  

Help the Beaufort Historical Association thank every-

one involved in the Old Homes Tour at this celebratory party 

featuring food, artwork by featured artist Paul Minnis and the 

3 rd  Annual Bartenders Challenge.  

 

 

 

 

Literary Luncheon Wednesday, 

June 20 th , noon  

Join bestselling authors Mary Alice 

Monroe and Kristy Woodson Har-

vey for a special luncheon & book 

signing at the Coral Bay Club in Atlantic Beach.   

VIP Dinner Wednesday, June 20 th , 7pm  

Join New York Times bestselling author Mary 

Alice Monroe for an intimate dinner party at 

Beaufort Grocery Company.  

Purvis Chapel Concert Thursday, June 21 ST , 7pm  

Visit one of the most historic churches in the state for 

an uplifting concert  at the Purvis Chapel AME Zion Church on 

Craven Street in downtown Beaufort. The concert is free and 

open to the public.  

Sunday Jazz Brunch,  June 24 at 11:00 am  

Celebrate during the Old Homes Tour 

closing event, with New York interior designer 

Marshall Watson. The brunch will be held at the 

home of Deborah and Charles Llewellyn and will 

be catered by Scarborough Fare Catering.     

Tickets for the Old Homes Tour and 

accompanying events are on sale now! For more 

information and to purchase tickets Visit or call 

the Beaufort Historic Site Welcome Center located at 130 

Turner Street, Beaufort NC, 252 -728 -5225. Tickets also available 

for online purchase at www.beauforthistoricsite.org.  

Pay-to -Park Season begins June 1  
Meet Jared Glass, parking Operations Manager 
of Lanier Parking Solutions. Jared and his team 
of ambassadors will be available all summer to 
help with parking questions. òIõm here to serve 
you and make your parking experience the 
best that it can be,ó Glass said.  
For more information on parking in downtown 
Beaufort visit www.beaufortnc.org/parking.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fccpr.recdesk.com%2F&h=ATOl_gvx0VfTVjBFWwZILtjC9sgLolOR0ucP9iYPw0xX1WYgFC9oeiAfNV1qY0ZnVJYedpFJjigR83m9IQOanmPQvgtWSVAXOjyXU-u0P4IpOEu84re6gg


The Olde Beaufort Farmersõ 
Market invites everyone to 
come enjoy the best meeting 
place around for a Saturday in 
our beautiful location under 
the courthouse trees!  Come 
buy your fresh vegetables and 
greens for the week, your 

breads and other baked goods, fresh seafood for a deli-
cious Saturday evening dinner, and purchase beautiful, 
handmade artwork and craftwork from our talented arti-
sans.  Kidsõ activities, live music, and a food truck on site 
are all a part of this fun weekly event which opens at 8:30 
a.m. and closes at 1 p.m. Find more info at: oldebeaufort-
farmersmarket.org.  

New Blackbeard Exhibit Opens   
On Saturday, June 8, the North Carolina Maritime Museum 
opens a new interactive exhibit to celebrate the 300th an-
niversary of Blackbeardõs adventures and death in North 
Carolina. The exhibit will include an additional 800 square 
feet of latest information, interactives and of course arti-
facts to shed light on the history of Blackbeard and his 
world. Join us for Blackbeard 300: New Perspective on 
Blackbeard the Pirate Symposium. NC Maritime Museum, 
315 Front Street.  
Cheers to 85 Years of Our State ! 
Representing the coastal region, the North Caroline Mari-
time Museum is one of three iconic attractions across the 
state that will help celebrate Our Stateõs 85th anniversary. 
On June 23 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., stop by and celebrate 
with Our State  editors and writers.  Enter to win exclusive 
prizes. Pick -up a complimentary copy of Our Stateõs anni-
versary issue. NC Maritime Museum, 315 Front Street.  

 Living History Programs will be available at the Beau-
fort Historic Site all summer long for learning new skills 
and history. These hands -on workshops and demonstra-
tions illustrate the traditional arts, crafts, and necessary 
skills of early Beaufort residents. There is a wide range 
of workshops available to both children and adults, 
highlighting a variety of crafts and techniques. Work-
shops for the month of June are as follows:  
Black History Bus Tour -Saturday, June 16 at 11 am  
Curtis Oden will conduct a special English Double Deck-
er Bus Tour about the black history in Beaufort. Tickets 
are $15 per person.  
Blacksmithing Demonstration -Wednesday, June 6  at 11 
amñKeith Bischer will demonstrate the traditional craft 
of blacksmithing. Free & open to all ages.  
American Flag Retirement Ceremony | Thursday, June 
14 at 5:00 pm ñDoug Cawman will be hosting a ceremo-
ny retiring American flags the proper way. Free event, 
feel free to bring a flag that needs to be retired!  
Decoy Carving Demonstration -Friday, June 22 at 10 am  
Members of the Core Sound Decoy Carvers Guild will be 
on the grounds from 10 am ð 3pm demonstrating the 
art of craving decoys.  
All Living History Programs will take place at the Beau-
fort Historic Site. Reservations are now being accepted 
for the workshops and can be made by stopping in the 
Welcome Center at 130 Turner Street, calling 252 -728 -
5225 or 800 -575 -7483. Spaces in these popular pro-
grams are limited and offered on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

"Pirates In The Park" sponsored by the Beaufort Pirate Invasion, Inc.  
 
 Where? Freedom Park   
 When? 10 a.m. -Dusk, Saturday, July 7  
 What? Games, food, pirate camp and  
   cannon fire!  
 Cost? Free  

Beaufort Development Association presents Live on Thursdays  
6-8 p.m. ñJohn Newton Park on Front Street  

June 7ñVegabonds  
June 14ñ4Everall  

June 21 -Damn Yankees  
June 28ñDick Knight  

July 5 ñUS Marine Corps Band  
July 12 ñDicky Scearce  

June 19ñPhantom Playboys  
June 26ñThe Bears  

Aug. 2 -Barefoot Wade  


